Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

Referral Form

Important Nota:

Please read the Pefsral Guide and associated Fact Sheets (available at hiip: Hiwww.deh.gov.aufepbc}
carefully. The guide and Fact Sheets will help you to complete the form correctly and ensure that yeur
referval is in a form that can be processed. The completed form, together with the required maps and any
other informaticn you may wish to submit, should be sent to the EPBC Act Referrals Section, Approvals and
Wildlife Division, Department of the Enviranment and Heritage, GPD Box 787, Canberra, ACT, 2601 andfor
by email to epbc.referralsideh.qov.au {see Referral Guide for allowable electronic formats).

1. Contacts and proponent

1.1 Person making the referral
{Note: The term “person® can refer to an individual or a corporation)
The person making the referral can be either the person proposing to take the action, an agent
acting on their behalf {eg, a consultant), or a government agency making the referral in
relation to an action 1o be taken by another person. (fclude name, postal wddress, telephone.,
e emaiid, )

Les Baker

Gunns Limited

PO Box 572

Launcesion Tasmania 7250
Phone: 03 9335 5201

Fax: 03 633] 7587

Email: Ibaker(@gunns.com.au

1.2 Person{s) praposing to take the action

This is the person who proposes to camy out the action, or who is otherwise responsible for
the action. If approval is necessary, this is the person to whom the approval will be granted,
and they will be respunsible for meeting any conditions of approval. (include name postal
address, telephone, fux, email — if same as person moking the veferral, write “as above ™

As above

If a corporation is proposing to take the action. please ensure you provide the name of a contact
offtcer for this matler.

1.3 Person{s) who will be the proponent for the action

The proponent is responsible for preparing all docwnentation [or the assessment process, if
the action requires approval, Lf the propanent is the same as the person proposing 10 take the
aclion, wrile ‘as above”, Lf the propanent is different from the person preposing 16 take the
action, the signature of both is required (at Section 7.3). flaclude namefs). pustal address,
relephone, fux, email)

As above
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1f a corporation is the proponent for the action, please also provide the name of a contact officer for
this matter.

2. Description of the proposal

2.1 Provide a summary description of 1he action (two or three sentences})

Gunns Limited (Gunns} proposes o ¢stabiish a bleached Kraft pulp mill at Bell Bay in northern
Tasmania. The proposed mill may produce between 700,000 and 1.100,000ADT pulp per annum from
wood sourced from forest managed in accordance with the Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement.
The Kraft pulp method will be used to produce high quality pulp. The bleaching process will be
Elemental Chiorine Free (ECF) in accordance with the Recommended environmentol emission fimit
guidefines for any new bleached encafvpt Kraft prdp mifl in Tasmonia adopted by the Tasmanian
Government in October 2004,

1.2 Details of the focation of the project area

Where the project is of less than 1 km’ in size, provide the location as a single pair of latilude and
longitude references. Latitude and longitude references should be used instead of AMCG andfor
digital conrdinates.

Locality: Bell Bay
Latitude: 41 Degrees: 09 (ninules: 32 seconds:
Longitude: 146 Degrees:; 55 minulcs 21 seconds:

Where the project area is greater than 1 kin™ or any dimension is greater than | km, provide additional
courdinates (o enable accurate identification of the location of the project area.

Please provide a brief physical description of the project area, including the size of the development
footprint or work area in heetares (2 more detailed description is required at Part 3 of this form).

The site of the propused pulp mill is located between an existing electricity transmission line and the
River Tamar., south of Bell Bay. The site is currently vegetated and dominated by Fucalyprus
amygdalina forest, The site slopes towards the River Tamar. and is backed by the Tippogoree Hills to
the east. While the project arca depicted on the attached plan will be up to 650ha to accommodate
vegetated buffers and screening and possible future expansion of operations or a paper mill {neither of
which form part of this referrai), the proposed footprint of the pulp mill is less than 100ha.

An effluent disposal pipeline is proposed to be constructed from the pulp mill to an area near Five
Mile Bluff, north of George Town, to deliver effluent to an ocean cutfall located up to dkm offshore.

A waler supply pipeline and associated infrastructure is proposed to be constructed between Lake
Trevallyn, near Launceston. and the pulp mill. This system may further link to the existing water
supply from Curries River dam with the construction of a water supply pipeline from the mill 1o the
Esk Water treatment plant located approximatcly 6km to the north east of the mill. The Curries River
dam supply could serve as an emergency backup when Trevallyn dam waler was unavailable.

Attach an A4/A3 size map(s) showing the location and approximate boundaries of the area in which
the project is to accur (this map, or a second attached map, should also show features mentioned in
responses ta questians in Part 3 of this referral, for example, conservation reserves, areas of remnant
hative vegetation, streams and roads).
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2.3 Provide the fimeframe in which the action is proposed to occur, Include start and finish
dates where applicable,

Gumms plans to commence construction of the pulp mill shortly alter Commenwealth and Tasmanian
approvals have been obtained. Commissioning of the mill is anticipated to occur in iate 2008 or early
2009,

It is very difficult at this early stage of the assessment process to predict the anticipated operating life
of the pulp mill. We propose to describe the proposed timeframe for which approval is sought to
operate the pulp mill in the integrated impact statement for the preject. which will be placed on public
exhibition and subject to public comment. | lowever, at this slage we anticipate the timeframe for
operating the pulp mill will be at least 30 years.

2.4 Provide a description of the activn, including &/f activities proposed to be carried out as part
of the proposed action.

The two major phases of the action are the construction and operation of the pulp mill.

Construction phase
The construction phase will include the following activities, not all of which are confined only to the
pulp mill site:

» learance of native vegetation
site works to create a level site
construction of the pulp mill buiidings and installation of processing eguipment and
associated infrastructure, both at the project site and at other locations. including
infrastructure for water supply. power and natural gas
construction of a pipeline to discharge effluent to an ncean outfall

» construction of a warchouse for pulp storape

e construction of a new shipping berth facility adjacent to the pulp mill site in the River Tamar

» conastruction of infrastructure tor solid waste disposal

s construction of other infrastructure to be used in conjunction with the pulp mill. including
water supply water pipchines

» possible construction or upgrade of existing road and rail infrastructure

possible temporary accommodation for construction workers
possible construction of housing for workers

QOperation phase

. Mill Technology

The mill witl be designed so it can be operated according to best practice environmental management
and the objectives of the resource management and planning system of Tasmania.

It is proposed Lo use the Kraft process fur producing pulp. The pulp will be bleached, dried and then
baled into standard sizes for sale to local and export markets. The Krafl process is considered a very
efficient process. as the wood residues removed from the wood fibres are burnt in a recovery boiler 10
generate the mill's steam and power requirements. This process also regenerates the chemicals used in
the pulping process so they can be reused. As a result. the mill only requires small quantities of make-
up pulping chemicals.

Included as part of the project is an electricity co-gencration facilivy. With the exception of mill start-

ups, the mill is proposed to be self-sufficient in electrivity. and will be capable of gencrating excess
power that can be sold on the National Electricity Market.
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A raw water treatment plant is proposed 10 be installed to treat waicr to the standards required for the
bleaching process. Significant quantities of water will be recirculated within the mill (o munimise
water consurnption, and an effluent treatment plant will be used to treat the final effluent Lo the
standards preseribed by the mill's environmental approvals. The treated waste water is then proposed
to be discharged to an ocean outfall in accordance with envirenmental approvals for the project.

2. Pulping process
A modern Kraft process is Gunns® preferred pulping method, as it is a well developed and proven
technology and preduces high quality pulp in an efficient manner.

Other pulping processes were considered by Gunns, including soda and sulphite processes and
thermo-mechanical pulp technology. However, Gunns does not propose either method because the
soda and sulphite methods produce pulp of a lower strength and are less efficient than the Kraft
process. and the thermo-mechanical process produces a lower quality pulp which is traded on a
stnaller world market than Kraft bleached pulp.

1 Rleaching process

The bleaching process will be Elemental Chlerine Free (ECF) in accordance with the Recommended
environmenial emission limit guidetines for any new blcached eucalypt kraft pulp mill in Tasmania.
The bleaching chemicals being considered include. but are not limited to, oxygen, ozone, chlorine
dioxide, enzymes and hydrogen peroxide. Further information about the bleaching sequence, and an
explanation of Guons™ preferred sequence and its benefits and impacts, will be set out in the
Integrated [mpact Statement for the project.

4. Effluent processing and disposal

The mill is proposed to be designed to minimise effluent discharge and maximise the use of recyeled
water, Significant sections of the blcach plant water system will be partially closed. with bleach plant
filtrate from various bleaching stages recycled back through the fibre line and the recovery process.
This will reduce the volume of water that will be required to operate the plant, and impuritics carried
in these streams will be burmt in the recovery boller. However, some ¢ffluent will be discharged, and
the mill will be designed so that ireated effluent will be discharged to the ocean up to 4km off-shore,
near Five Mile Bluft.

The location and impacts of the proposed effluent outlall pipeline will be described in the Integrated
Impact Statement.

{funns considers that a completely closed cyele Krait mill, and even a closed cycle bleach plant, are
not yet technically proven or cconomically viable technologies.

5. Mill capacity

The mill will have to be of world scale for il to be linancially viable, sa the output of the mill will be
in the range of 700.000 to 1,100,000 ADT of pulp per annum, depending on pulping efficiencies and
the [ibre vield of the wood used in the mill. The output can be achieved based on the existing volume
of export woodchips.

6, Wood Supply

Gunns currently anticipates that between 2.6 10 4.0 million tonnes of woodchips will be processed by
the pulp mill per annum. The annual quantity of wooad required for the mill wili be less than the 5
million tonnes exported by Gunns annually. A mixture of wood from native forests. pine and eucalypt
plantations will be used, The quantities of plantativn wood used in the mill is likely to increase over
lime as plantations become available for harvesting, 1t is likely that wood will be sourced from
Forestry Tasmania, private forest owners, and Guons” freehold Jand.,

The wood will be sourced from forest managed in accordance with the Tasmanian Regional Forest
Agreement (for s long as that Agreement or any renewed, extended or replacement Agreement
remains in foree) and the Tasmanian Fovrest Practices Act 1985 (or any amending or replacement Act
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that regulates the forestry industry in Tasmania). The majority of wood will be sourced from forests
managed in accordance with the Australian Forestry Standard and (he international forest certification
system PEFC (Program for Endorsement of Forest Certification Schemes).

Most of the logs will be processed into woodchips at Gunns' existing Tamar waodchip export facility.
The Tamar woodchip export facility will need to be upgraded to accommadate the increased volume
of log processing .

7. Use of raw materials
T'he raw materials for the proposed pulping process will be used, manufactured or purchased for the
mill and include:

= natural gas or oil ta supplement the firing of boilers and the lime Kiin,

s approximately 560.000 green tonnes of bark, fines, sawdust, wood waste and ather forest
residues, which may be bumit to supply steam and power for the pulp milt. Any excess power
may be sold to the National Eleciricity Market;

s pulping make-up chemicals such as:

s sodium hydroxide - up to 38.000 Ya may be used. Based on a 48% concentration, this
would translate to approximately 79.000 va of sodium hydroxide higquid.

s sodium sulphate (salt cake) - up to 20.000 v/a of the powder form will be used:

s calcium carbonate (|imestonc} - up to 30,000 va of limestone will be sourced cither from
within Tasmania, or imported:

s the bleaching chemizals which may include, but are not limited to, oxygen, hydrogen
peroxide, sulphuric acid. ozone and chlorine dioxide. Each of these chemicals could be
manufactured on site, or imported. The quantities of bleaching chemicals necessary will
depend on the bleaching sequence adopted: and

» other operating materials, maintenance materials and office supplies. which will be sourced
locally where available.

8. Water supply
Water is proposed (0 be supplied 1o the pulp mill site through a water supply pipeline from Lake
Trevallyn near Launceston. The water will mostly be supplied by Hydro Tasmania from the South

Esk, Great Lake System. This proposed water supply regime will require the constructien and
operation of:

= araw water pump station near Lake Trevallyn;
= pipelines frum the pump station to the pulp mill site,

Most of the water supply pipcline will be located within road reserves. though the pipeline will need
ta cross the River Tamar near Ti Tree bend and a number of other ereeks and road intersections,

Gunns also propuses (0 consinict 2 water storage dam to the east of the pulp mill site, across a valley
in the Tippugorse Hills. with sufficient capacity to store at least three days’ water supply. A backup
water supply from Curries River Dam may also be developed, which eould involve the construction
and use of a water supply pipeline from the mill to the Esk Water treatment plant located
approximately 6km to the north west.

Gunns currently anticipates that the pulp mill wili require approximately 26GL of water per annum.

The exaet location and impacts of the water supply pipeline and pump station will be described in the
Inlegrated Impact Statement.

0. Wharf facilitics
Pulp is proposed to be shipped from a new berth facility to be constructed adjacent to the pulp mill
site (sce attached plan of the project site). The berth will have a depth of approximaltely 12 metres,
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The berth is likely to stand on a dolerite bund as the current preferned method of construction. The
dolerite is intended to be sourced from the material excavated during the pulp mill construction. Piling
will be necessary in the River Tamar for part of the wharf structurc.

The wharf facility will be designed to accommodate the full mill cutpur as well as use Tor the possible
importation ol raw matcnals,

10. Solid waste disposal

Any solid waste which cannot be reused will be disposed of at a contrulled disposal site. A new waste
disposal site is proposed as part of the pulp mill project. The approximate location of the proposed
waste disposal site is depicted on the attached site plan.

11. Gas supply
(ias mayv be supplied to the mill through a pipeline linked to the Bell Bay power staticn located
apprax. 2km to the north west.

If gas supply is not available, Guons will securc energy from an altemative source such as oil to
supptement the firing of boilers and the Time kiln.

2.5 Provide an explanation of the context in which the action is proposed to take place, including
any relevant planning framework (for cxample, relevant management plans or State or Logal
Government approvals). Indicate whether, and in what way, the action is related to atiter
actions or proposafs that may have already occurred, are occurring, or are likely to vecur, at a
future date. You should also provide the name(s) of the Local Council and/or Local
Government Area the action will take place in, if relevant.

All aspeets of Gunns® current proposal to construet and operate a pulp mill at Bell Bay have been
included in this referral.

As mentioned above, the project site (see attached plan) is larger than required for the pulp mill
because of boundary adjustments with Comalea (the vendor), the provision of buffer arcas. and the
possible future expansion of Gunns' operations, For exampie, Gunns may in the futore seck 10
develop a paper mill at the pulp mill site, or expand the pulp mill. However, any future paper mill or
expansiat of the pulp mill would be the subject of a separale enviranmental assessment approval
Process.

The Bell Bay pulp mill site is within the municipality of Georgetown and is subject (o the
Geargetown Planning Scheme 1991, The site 15 zoncd IN3 (Bell Bay Major Industrial).

The putp mill project was declared by the Administrator on 22 November 2004 to be a project of state
significance under section 18(2) of the State Poficies und Profects Act 1993 (Tas) (SPP Act). This
was followed up by a direction made by the Premicr and Minister administering Part 3 of the SPP Act
to the Resource Planning and Development Commission {(RPDC) pursuant Lo seetion 20 of the SP7°
Act (the Minister's Direction). The Minister’s Direction directs the RPDC (o undertake an integrated
assessment of the proposed action in accordance with seven requirements. The integrated assessment
is to address the environmental, social, economic and comununity issues relevant 10 the project.
Requirement number § of the Minister's Direction includes requirements relaling to the assessment of
matlers related ta the Environment Prodection Biodiversity Conservation Acr 1999 {Commonwealth),

Artached to this form are the Administrator’s declaration of project of state significance and the
Minister’s Direction.

2.6 If you are considering making a referral of a stage or component of a larger action, you must
provide information about the larger action and details of any interdependency between the
stages/components and the larger action. If appropriate, you may also provide justification as to
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why you believe it is reasonable for the proposed action, that is the subjcct of this referral, to be
considered scparately from the larger proposal {see the Referral Guide).

Section 744 of the EPBC Act provides that the Environment Minister may not accept a referred action
at is a component of a larger action. If the Environment Minister does not accept the referral, he o
he is not permitted to make a decision on whether the action is a contralled action. The Environmen
Minister may request the person proposing to take the action to refer the larger action fe
ansideration under the EPBC Act (see also Fact Sheet}.

This project represents the entire works propoesed.

3. Description of the project area and the affected area

Mote: You must include a map(s) clearly showing the locatian of the action, and any relevant features
referred to in 3.1. (A general location map (eg, 1:250 00D scale) and o more detailed map showing the
elements of the proposal may be appropriate. 1T available, an aerial photograph or ather photograph of
the site can be included.}

3.1 Describe the alfected area, referring, as appropriale, to attached maps. In particwlar,
indicate on the map the location of any of the following features: World Herilage properties,
Ramsar wellands, listed threatened species or communities and/or known habitat for these
species or communities, listed migratory species and/or known habitat for these species,
Commonwesalth marine areas and Commonwealth land, conservalion reserves/parks, and areas
of remnant native vegetation.

The site of the proposed pulp mill is located 1 the south of Bell Bay, berween the Tippogoree Hills
and the River Tamar (sce attached maps). It is adjacent w Gunns' Tamar wood chip facility. The Bell
Bay Power Station, Temeo Smelter, Comalco Aluminium Plant, Starwood MDF plant. FEA sawmill
and two woodchip mills are all located at Bell Bay, to the north west of the pulp mill site. The towns
aof Bell Bay and George Town are situated further to the narth west of the pulp mitl sne.

The project area will be up to 650ha, but the proposed footprint of the pulp mill will be approximately
100ha, The project area is vepetated and dominated by Ewcalvprus amvgdaling forest.

I. World heritage propertics
The pulp mill site 15 approsimately 55km from the nearest boundary of the Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area,

2. RAMSAR wetlands
Two RAMSAR wetlands occur near the northern coast of Tasmania: the Flood Plain Lower
Ringarooma River and the Little Waterhouse Lake,

The Flood Plain l.ower Ringarooma River covers a significant area. approximately 9km north west of
Gladstone. It incorporates a series of freshwater lagoons and a freshwaler marsh area. Its catchment
area is the Ringarooma River catchment, It is located approximately 85km from the pulp mill site.

Little Waterhouse Lake is located within the Waterhouse Conservation Arca and is a coastal
freshwater lagoon, with a relatively small catchment in the immediate area. 1t is located more than
60km from the pulp miil site.

The site 1s not within the catchiment of either wetland and no impacts are anticipated.

3. Listed threatened species or communities and/or known habitat for these species or communities.

Suitable habitat for 33 threatened species occurred within the vicinity of the pulp mill site or
associated infrastructure.
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Five nationally listed Lindangered species (Tasmanian Wedge-tailed caple (4quifu andax fleayi). Swift
Parrot (Lathamus discolor). South Csk Neath (&pacris exserta), Shiny Grass Tree (Manthorrhoed
bracteaia) and Northern Leek Orchid {Prasophyviium secutum)) may occur within and adjacent to
areas to be cleared or vtherwise developed for the mill and associated infrastructure,

Five nationally listed Vulnerable species (Spotted-tailed Quoll { Dasvuras maculatus maculatus),
Eastern Barred Bandicoot { Perameles gunnii gwrmii). Green and Gold Frog (Litoria raniformis), Sand
Cirass Ttee (Xanthorrhoce avenariay and Tailed Spider Qrehid (Caladenia candate)) may oceur in
areas where works will occur.

A nationally listed freshwater Vulnerable species, the Australian Grayling (Provofroctes mardenda)
may occur in the vicinity of Lake Trevallyn, A further nationally listed Vulnerable species. the Fairy
Prion Southem (Pachyptila turtur subantarctiva), is recorded in the vicinity of George Town, and is
unlikely to oceur in arcas where works will vceur,

4, Listed migratory species and/or known habitat for these species

Suitable habitat for 27 migratory species occurs within the vicinity of the pulp mill site and associated
infrastructure. The Swifl Parrot. a nationally listed Endangered species, has been recorded within Skm
of the pulp mill site.

5. Commonwealth marine arcas
The Commonwealth tharine arca begins 3 nautical miles fram the coastal baseline, and the discharge
from oeean cutfall will be up to 4 km {or 2 nautical miles) into Bass Swrait from Five Mile Bluff.

6. Commonwealth land
No Commonwealth land has been located in the vicinity of the putp mill site.

7. Other nationally significant features

The pulp mill site is within the Four Mile Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, which is listed on the Register of
the National Estate, The Australian Heritage Database tecords that the place is assessed as ne longer
reaching the threshold for National Estate listing,

B. Conservalion reserves/parks
‘The pulp mill site is in the vicinity of two Tasmanian reserves, the Lang Reach Conservation Area
and the Tippogoree Hills Forest Reserve,

The Long Reach Conservation Area is within part of the development area. The State Forest area for a
potential waste disposal area is an Informal Reserve.

9. Remnant native vepetation

Native vegetation (mostly Excalvptus amygdaling foresty covers the pulp mill site and is contiguous
with large patches of forest to the north of the East Tamar Highway. The native vegetation is not
remnant native vegetation. Small areas of remnant vegetation may ceeur within and adjacent to the
pipcline routes and ocean outfall area near Five Mile Bluff.

3.2 Provide a description of important features of the project area and the affected area and
show these on the attached map, includiog (if relevant to the project area or affected area)
information ahout:

{a) soil and vepetation characteristics:

{B)  water Mows. including rivers, cregks and impeundments;

{c) the presence of outstanding natural features, including caves:
{(d) pradient;

{¢) any buildings or other infrastructure:
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{f) any maring areas;
{g) kinds of fauna in the area; and

{h) the current state of the environment in the area, including information abeut the
extent of erosion. whether the area is infested with weeds or feral animals and
whether the arca is covered by native vegelation or crops.

1. Scil and vepetation characteristics

The site is dominated by Encalvpties amygdaling forest on dolerite, with small paiches of coastal E.
amyudatina Torest. coastal £, amygdeding woodland, Aflocasuaring verticilfate forest, lowland heath
and Melafueca erificifolia forest either on site or in the near vicinity. Field investigations have
revealed that the M. cricifofie forest has been inaccurately mapped, and is not present. The area
contains Acacia deafbara torest.

Two vegetation communities of conservation sipnificance have been identified to the north of the site
(north of the railway line}. They are Shrubby Encalvpiuns avata-Eucalyptus viminaiis Torest (listed as
endangered in Tasmania, and subject to an interim moratorium on conversion) and Euxcalypias
viminalis prassy forest/woodland (not listed but a conservation priority in ‘Tasmania). The Fucalypius
viminalis grassy forest/woodland is present only on the northern side of the East Tamar Highway and
not within the footprint of the pulp mill. It may however occur in the vicinity of the solid waste
disposal and water storage sites.

The proposed effluent pipeline for the pulp mill will follow road reserves where possible, and will
enter the ocean near Five Mile Bluff. The vegetation in this area includes coastal £, amygdalina
woodland, Shrubby coastal health, Sand-dune vegetation and M Ericifudia lorest.

The Tailed-Spider Orchid and the South Esk Heath may occur on the pulp mill site. and along the
effluent pipeline route. There are no known occurmences of any EPBC listed species other than Sand
prass free at Five Mile Bluff. The Northemn leek orchid and Shiny grass tree have also been recorded
within the region,

2. Water flows {rivers, creeks, impotndments)

The site is located on the bank of the River Tamar. Two small streams are located within and adjacemt
to the proposed pulp mill site. The wharf facilities witl be constructed on the bank of the River Tamar,
adjacent to the pulp mill site.

The primary water supply to the mill is proposed 1o be from Lake Trevallyn located near Launceston,
with water drawn mostly from the South Esk. Great Lake System. A number of creeks and the River
Tamar will need to be crossed by this water supply pipeline.

1, Outstanding natural features

Based on a desktop review. the outstanding natural features include the River Tamar. the Tippogoree
Hills, Mount George and Five Mile Bluff. Although the project site is part ol the Four Mile Creek
Wildlife Sanctuary. which has been listed on the Register of the National Estate. the National Estate
database record indicates that the former values of the Sanctuary have been madified to such an extent
that it no longer reaches the threshold for National Estate listing.

4. Gradignt
The sitc slopes to the River Tamar. The treated cffluent pipeline will pass to the north through coastal
plains and sand dunes prior to entering Bass Strail,

The water supply pipeling from Lake Trevallyn wil] pass to the south, mostly aloag road reserves. [t s
likely to cross some creeks and the River Tamar,

5. Buildings and infrastructure

There are no buildings currently on the pulp mill site other than the adjacent woad ehip mill complex.
The Fast Tamar Highway, a large electricity transmission easement, a water supply pipeline and a
railway from the south traverse the site.

6. Marine arcas
The site is adjacent 1o the River Tamar Estuary. A benthic survey was conducted in 2003 and 2004 10
assess the Impact of the outtall from the wood-chipping facility on the benthic fauna community. The
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results indicated that the macrobenthic communities in the vicinity of the outfall did not exhibit
characteristics of a highly stressed community. Water quality measurements did not indicate a
relationship between water quality and proximity (o the cutfall. However. large depasits of woodchips
were observed on the riverbed, and the impacts of this were not directly tested.

The effluent pipeline will discharge into Bass Strait, west of Five Mile BlutT. A survey of marine flora
and fauna, as well as seabed structure. was conducted as part of the Duke Energy Intemnational
Tasmanian Natural {ias Pipeline (TNGP). No unigue, rare or threatened species were detected during
the biological survey.

The sezbed to the north and west of Five Mile Bluff was mapped during the assessment of the TNGP.
The areas 1o the west of Five Mile Bluff and close to the shore are recf, Further from the shore.
sediment dominates the sea flocr, In addition, impacts of construction for the Basslink cable on the
seabed and hahitats of marine benthic flora and invertebrates in the vicinity of Five Mile Bluff were
assessed as being localised and transient and able to be mitigated to an acceptable level.

7. Fauna

Database records show that five nationally listed threalened fanna species have been lound within a
five kilometre radius of the pulp mill site, including the Tasmanian Wedpe-Tailed Eagle. Spotted-
Tailed Quoll. Swift Parrot. Green and Gold Frog and the Fastern Barred Bandicool, The site has been
assessed (0 contain suitable habitat only for the Spotted-Tailed Quoll and the Eastern Barred
Bandicool.

&. Current state of the environment

The site currently is vegetated predominantly by £ amnadaling forest. This forest is well tracked and
disturbed. Further areas of disturbance are located to the north, east and south and include
infrastructure {railway line, power line casement and roads) and industrial development (woodchip
mill and power station).

The effluent pipeline will pass through disturbed land which is currently used for industrial. transport
or rural purposes for most of its length. However, prior to entering the ocean at or near Five Mile
Bluff, the pipeline will pass through coastal vegetation, including areas of shrubby coastal heath.

The majority of the length of the water supply pipelines will be located within road reserves along the
East Tamar Highway with small arcas of regrowth vegetation.

3.3 What is the fenure of the project area (for example is it freehold, leasehold or some other
tepure)? Il practicable, show on the attached map.

The pulp mill site is freehold tznd cumently owned by Comaleo. Effluent and waler supply easements
traverse mostly State road reserves, recreation reserves and some freehold land. Part of the solid waste
disposal site could be located on State Forest administered by Forestry Tasmania.

3.4 What are the current and/or proposed faid uses for the project arca?

The pulp mill and waste disposal site is cutrently unused. The area is vegetuted with larpely disturbed
eucalypt forest. The trechold land is zoned for industrial use, and the State Forest Jand is an Informal
Reserve under the T'asmanian Regiona) Forest Agreement. The eMuent pipeling will follow an
existing gas pipeline casement and road reserves as far as possible to Five Mile Bluff. The waler
sunply pipeline and pump station will cssentially be located on crown road reserves.

4, Nature and extent of the likely impacts of the action

4.1 Describe, as relevant to your project, the nature and extent of /ikely impacts on the following
matters pretected by the EFBC Act:

- the world heritage values of a declared World Heritage property: or
- the ecolopical character of a declared Ramsar wetland: or
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- the members of a listed threatened species (except a conservation-dependent specics) or any
threatened ecological community, or their habitat, or

- the members of a listed migratory species or their habitat: or

- the environment in parl of the Commonwealth marine arca: or

- the environment on Commonwealth land.

I. The World Heritage values of a declared World Henitage property

There are no likely impacts to the world heritage values of a World Heritage property. The nearest
boundary of the Tasmanian Wildemess World Heritage Area is approximately 55km [rom the pulp
mill sie.

None of the associated water supply and waste/effluent disposal infrastructure will be located within
or in close proximity 10 a declared World Heritage property.

2. The ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland

There are no likely impacts to the ecological characier of a declared RAMSAR wetland. The two
RAMSAR wetlands located near the northern coast of Tasmania are over 60km from the pulp mill
site.

None of the assoviated water supply and waste/effluent disposal infrastructure will be located within
or in close proximity 10 a declared RAMSAR wetland.

3. The members of a listed threatened species (excepl conservation-dependent specics) or any
threatened ecological community, or their habitat

Five nationally listed Endangered species (Tasmanian Wedge-tailed Eagle, Swift Parrot, Shiny Grass
I'tee, Northern Leek Orchid and South Gsk Heath) have been recorded near the pulp mill site and the
proposed location of associated infrastructure. The impacts of the pulp mill project described below
have been assessed using the Commonwealth's Guidelines for Significance:

Criteria o Comment . N
Lead w long term deerease in There are no known populations of any of the five nationaliy
the size of a population endangered species on the pulp mill site. An active Wedge-tailed

disposal site. It is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will

affect population size if appropriale management strategies during

the construction and operational phases of the project are

implemented.

The Sand Grass Tree has been identified on the proposed elfluent

: pipeline route. _

_ Reduce the area of cccupancy Clearance of the native vegetation on the pulp mill site may reduce
of the species the arca of occupancy of the Wedge-tailed Eagle (Tasmanian), as it

: may forage in the area.

The clearance may also reduce the arca of occupancy of the South

! Fagle nest is located over 900 m north of the proposed waste
i
!
i
i

Esk Heath. L o
» Fragment an existing pepulation | It is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will fragment an
| into two or more populations existing population. o
Adversely affect habitat critical | It is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will affect
to the survival of a species critical hahitat for any of the endangered species.
Disrupt the breeding cycle ofa | Given implementation of appropriate management strategies and
population the stringent emission requirements set out in Recammended

environmental emission fimit guidelines for any new bivached
eucedypt kraft pulp mill in Tasmanie, itis considered unlikely that
the pulp mill project will disrupt the brecding cycle of a population
ol any of the endangered species,
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Modily, destroy, remove,
tsolate or decrease the
availability or quality of habitat
to the extent that the species is
likely 1o degling

It is considered unﬁk;ﬂ}' that the pulp mill project will cause a
decline in any of the endangered species.

Result in invasive species that
are harmiul to a critically
endangered or endangered
species becoming established in
the endangered or critically

endangered species’ habitat

It is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will cause an
invasive specics harmful to any of the endangered species to
become ¢siablished.

Imerfere with the recovery of
. the species

It is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project witl interfere
with the recovery of any of the endangered species (other than
through a potential minor reduction in the area of vccupancy).

Seven nationally listed Vulnerable species (Spotted-tailed Quaoll, Castern Barred Bandicom, Green
and Gold Frog. Sand Grass Tree, Australian Grayling, the Tailed Spider Orchid and the Fairy Prion’)
have been recorded near the puelp mill site or the propused location of associated infrastructure. The
impacts of the pulp mill project described below have been assessed using the Commonwealth’s

Guidelines for Significance:

"Note records for this species have poor accuracy and it i3 extremely unlikely that any propescd
developments will impact on this species. No known breeding sites tor the Fairy Prion occur on

mainland Tasmania.

P Criteria

Cumﬁu:nt

. Lead to long term decrease in
~ the size of 3 population

It is unknown whether a population of any of the seven nationally
listed vulnerable species exists on the pulp mill site or associated
infrastructure.

However, it is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will
impact on an important population of any of the species.

Reduce the area of occupancy
of an important population

Fragment an existing important
population inle two or morce
populations

Clearance of native vegetation may reduce the ares of occupancy
for the Spotted-tailed Quoll and Eastern Barred Bandicoot. as
suitable habitat for these species has been identified within the
area.

It is considered uniikeiy that the pulp milt project wili fragment an
existing imporiant population,

Adversely affect habitat critical
1o the survival of a species

Disrupt the breeding cycle of an
important population

It is considered l.}nlikc!}-' that the pulp milt projec will affect
critical habitat for any of the species.

Given implementation of appropriate management strategies and
the stringent emission requirements set aut in Recommended
environmemtal emission {imir guidelines for any new bleached
ecalvpr kraft pudp mill in Tasmanio. it is considered unlikely that
the pulp mill project will disrupt the breeding cycle of an important
population of any of the species,

- Modify, destroy, remaove,

*isolate or decrease the

. availability or quality of habitat
1o the extent that the spegies is

~likely 10 decling

The proposed works will result in loss of habitat that is considered |
suitable for these species. However, it is considered the impact
would be marginal and unlikely to result in a decline for any of the
vulnerable species.

Result in invasive species that
| - are harmful to a critically
i endangered or endangered
| species becoming established in

It is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will cause an
invasive species harmiul to any of the endangered species to
become eslablished.
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the endangered or L‘ril-ically

| endangered species’ habitat
i Imerfere with the recovery of
- the species

Tt is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will interfere
with the recovery of any of the endangered species (other than
thraugh a potential reduction in the area of occupancy).

4. The members of 4 listed migratory species or their habitat
It is considered unlikely that the pulp mill project will directly impact on a listed migratory specics.
with the possible exception of migralory maring species which is consedered below.

Provided the emission limits in the Recommended environmental emission limir guidelines for any
new hleached eucalvpt kraft pulp mill in Tasmania are complied with. it 1s considered unlikely that
the atmaspheric emissions from the pulp mill will significantly affect the habitat of any listed
migratory species. Potential impacts on migratory species are considered to be restricted to effluent
discharges to Bass Strait. Given the stringent emission limits referred to above. the impacts of these
emissions on marine waters outside a defined mixing zone will be minimal. Any migratory species
which comes in contaet, either dircotly or indirectly, with the mixing cone will experience only short
term exposure to the effluent discharge. Consequently, no significant impacts on lisied migratory
marine species are considered likeiy.

5. The environment in part of the Commonwealth marine area

Treated effluent will be disposed of through an ocean outfall pipeline that is proposed to extend up to
4km into Bass Strait. Construction and operation of the outfall may impact on the Commonwealth
marine area. The impacts of the pulp mill project — and in particular the construction and use of the
ocean outfall pipeline - deseribed below have been assessed using the Commaenwealth’s Guidelines

for Significance:

Criteria

Comment

Result in a known or potential
pest Specics bocoming
established in the
Commonwealth marine area

The puip mill praject should not result in the establishment of a
pest species in the Commonwealth marine area, subject to
appropriate mitigation actions being implemenied during
construction.

The effluent discharge to Bass Strait will not directly result in the
introduction of any introduced species into marine walers,
Conditions within the mixing zone may be more favourable 1o
some marine species that are not indigenous to the maring waters at
the site of the proposed ocean outfall, but this will not directly
result in the establishment of an introduced species.

Madify, destroy. fragment,
isolate or disturb an important
or substantial arca of habitat
such that an adverse impact on
maring ¢eosystem lunction or
integrily m a Commaonwealth
mmaring area results

The pulp mill project is not expected to result in an adverse impact
on marine ecosystern functioning or integrity {subject to
appropriate mitigation actions being implemented during
construction).

Have & substantial adverse
effeet on a population of a
marine species or cetacean
including its life cycle (er
breeding, feeding, migration
behaviour, and life expectancy}
and spatial distribution

The pulp mill praject 15 considered unlikely to have a substantial
adverse effect on a population of 2 marine species, subject 1o
compliance with the emission limits in the Recommended
ervironatental ewmission limit guidelines for any new Meached
ecalvpt Araff pulp mifl ia Tasmaniy.

Result in a substantial change in
air quality or water quality
{including temperature) which

The pulp mill project may result in a change in water quality in the

immediate locality of the ocean outfall. although compliance with
the emission limits in the Recommended envirommentoal emission
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may adversely impact on fimit guidetines for any new bleached encalvpt kraft prlp mitt in
biodiversity, ecological Tasmania should avoid significant adverse impacts an biodiversity,
| integrity, social amenity or ecological integrity, social amenity or human health,
__human heaith _ _
- Result in persistent organic The pulp mill project may result in a change in water quality,
" chetnicals, heavy metals, or although compliance with the emission limits in the Recommended
. gther potentially harmful environmental emission fimit guidelines for any new bleached
: chemicals accumulating in the | ewcalvpt kraft pulp mill in Tusmanio should avoid significant
| marine environment such that adverse impacts on biodiversity, ecological integrity. social
i biodiversity. ccological amenily of human health.
' mtegrity. social amenity or
human health may be adversely
affected.

Consequently. a significant impact on Commonwealth marine areas is possible. but should be avoided
through compliance with the emission limits in the Recommended environmental emission limit
glidelines for any new bleached eucatvpt kraft pufp mill in Tasmonia

6. The environment on Commonwealth land
There is no Commonwealth land in the vicinity of the proposed pulp mill or its associated

infrastructure.

4.2 Indicate il your action is:

(a} a nuclear action; or
(b} will be taken by the Commonwealth or by & Comtnonwealth agency or
(5] will be taken in a Commonwealth marine arca; ot

{d} will be taken on Commonwealth land.
If vour action falls inte one of these categories, provide details aboul the impact of your action on the
environment generally (ie, in addition to the specific matters addressed above in 4.1}

The action is not a nuclear action. will not be 1aken by the Comimonwealth or by a Commonwealth
agency, and will not be 1aken on Commonwealth land.

‘The construction of the veean cutfall may impact on Commonwealth marine areas. as the effluent
pipeling is antivipated to exiend approximately 4km offshore. This will be close to the boundary of
the Commonwealth maring area,

The seabed 10 1he west of Five Mile Bluff and close to the shore contains reef structures which may
be impacted by constiuction of the pipeline, thuugh these areas are alse outside the Commonwealth
MAFING area.

The effluent discharged from the puip mill project may also impact on Commuenwealth marine areas,
Chlorinated organic compounds will form part of the effluent discharge. which may impact on the
Commonwealth marine areas through a change in water guality, although compliance with the
emission limits in the Recommended envivonmental emission limit guidelines for amy new bleached
encedvpt kraft pulp mil in Tasmania should avoid significant adverse impacts on biodiversity,
ecological integrity, social amenity or human health.

5. Measures aimed at avoiding or reducing significant impacts on
matters protected under the EPBC Act

£.1 Describe any specific measures proposed as part of the action to avoid or lessen significant
impacts on matters protected under the EFBC Act, Include a timeframe or workpian for
implementation of any relevant measures.
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Examples of relevant measures may include the timing of works to avoid critical periods for liste
pecies, avaoidance of habitat important for listed species from direct and indirect impacts
pplication of specific design measures to aveid or reduce impacts, or adoption of specific wor

practices to reduce or avoid impacts (see Referral Guide, Fact Sheet and 'Particular Manner
videline at bttp:/ fwww.deh.gov.au/epbc].

1. Listed threatened species

A comprehensive flora and fauna survey will be completed at the pulp mill site. If any hsted
threatened flota species are identified in the project area, mitigation measures along the Imes
proposed betow and as required by Commonwealth and Tasmanian environmental approvals will be
implemented. Where possible, habitat suitable for listed threatened species will be avoided during
construclion and operation of the pulp mill,

The mitigation measures for avoiding and minimising impacts on listed threatened species inglude:

s avoidance of native vegetation and habitat for listed threatened species where possible, to
reduce loss and fragmentation of habital;

* management of construction and operational activities to avoided sensitive biological periods
such as breeding, mipration, nesting ete.;

o developing construction methedologies Lo minimise impacts on species and species habitats;

o specific mitigation and restoration measures for cach native vegetation community that will
be impacted by the proposal, including measures to reduce weed invasion and to ¢ncourage
natural regeneration:

s underiaking ongoing weed control where areas of native vegetation have been removed or
areas close to native vegetation have been disturbed,

» all known arcas of Phyvtaphthora cinramemni will be mapped prior to the commencement of
waorks and appropriate hygiene methods (such as total vehicle washdown, no importation of
s0il to Phtoplithora-free areas and minimal disturbance to soil) will be implemented
thraughout construction to limit the spread of the tungus:

e preparation of a detailed Environmental Management Plan to implement specific mitigation
measures recommended during the Inteprated Tmpact Assessment process.

2. Commonwealth marine arca

Commonwealth marine arcas may be affected directly or indirectly by the pulp mill. A maring survey
will be completed for marine mammals, birds, fish and other aquatic wildlife and marine plants i the
vicinity of the ueean owtlall. Gunns will also model the dispersal characteristics of the possible
efMuent discharges in the area surrounding the ocean vutfall discharge point,

The Recommended environmental emission limit guidelines for any new bleached encalypt krafl pulp
miff in Tasmemic include five key elements:

* cmission limits

s solid waste disposal guideiines

*  site suitability criteria

s monitoring of emissions and effluent discharges

» implementation, quality assurance and review of the monitoring program
Ciunns will meet the Emission Limit Guidelings requiring any new pulp mill 1o incorporate the
technologies listed in the following table to reduce the emissions to the marine cnvironment:

_Topic or mill area Description of accepied mmli_!rn_t_echnuiug}'

Avoidance of s exclusion of wood chips produced from wood treated with .
synthetic dioxin polychlorinated phenols
Precursors + cxclusion of defoarmers containing morg than 10 ppb dibenzo-p-

digxin and 40 ppb dibenzofuran by weight
¢ exclusion of polyehlorinated phenols in paint. cutting cils and other
! inadvertent inputs to the process
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Optimised wood i
handling

optimisation of raw matenial storage. seasoning period. chipping

process, chip storage and chip dimensions

Elﬁin_g-;tlld brown
stock processing

modified batch cooking or modified continuous cooking

¢losed brown stock washing and screening (ie return of filtrates 10
chemical recovery}

oxygen delignification followed by efficient washing (9%%1 overall
recovery of dissolved wood solids and pulping chemicals from the
pulp) |

{Chemical recovery
and handling of
accidental
discharges

Bluauhing

clfective control, containment, TELO‘-QT} and storage of all bpl.”b-
leakages and releases of process liguids and solids and avoidance of
any loss of these materials prior (o their reintroduction to the process
or their disposal in an approved manner

adequate size of black liquor evaporation plant and recover beiler to
handle additional liguor and dry solids loads due to collection of spills
and possible recycle of selected bleach plant ettluents

stripping and appropriate reuse of foul condensates

collection and reuse of clean cooling and sealing waters, including
those from cooling towers

ctficient washing of lime mud

ECF bleaching,

extraction stage by either ¢vygen (EO) or hydropen peroxide (EF) or
bath {EQI*) _
high shear chemical mixing {i¢ with high power dissipation} l
partial bleach plant ciosure (i increased recycle of Miltrates within the
bleach plant and possibly reeycle of some bleach plant filtrate to the
brown stock area and (o chemical recovery)

efficient washing ol pulp

Rleaching chemical
production

om-site generation of chlorine dioxide with low contamination of
elemental chloring _ ,

Effluent treatment

Cumlmg walct

ptimary and secondary {bioclogical) treatment of all process effluent. B
excluding uncontaminated cooling waters

anoxic selector for chlorate reduction

provision of containment basins to tempararily store, for subsequent
trcatment of untreated process effluent that has suificiently high levels
of contamination to adversely affect the operation of the effluent
treatment plant

recirculation to a LCIU|II'Ig tawer and reuse of indirect couling water

8. Information sources

4.1 List relevant references

You should alse attach a copy of any relevant reparts or documents that support the arguments and
conchusions made in this referral. For example, any flora and fauna surveys or desktop
investigations should be provided.

Reference

Commenl

Gunns Limited {f\ugﬂsl 2005) Proposed Bleached Kraft Pulp Mili n
Northern Taxmania  Revised Profect Scope

" Document produced by
Gunns 1.td {attached)

“Gunus Limited (2004) Propased development site and Longreach —

Internal Gunns L1d memo

Preliminary threatened species issue summary report, intemal memo (attached}
prepared by § Weeding an 22 Octaber 2004 _
Gunns Limited (2004) Praposed development sites at Lungrmc It and Internal Gunns Lid tnemo
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Hampshire — Prefiminary issue \'umm_ary repart. internal memo
prepared by 8 Weeding on 22 October 2004

(attached)

Aquenal (2004) Marine Benthic Macroinveriebrate Surve y Tetmear
Estucry, Longreach, Winter 20047 report prepared for Gunns Lid by

External cansultant report
prepared for Gunns Ltd
{attached)

Greening Auslraha {Tasmania) (2001} Botanical Sur vey Stage 10 Five
Mife Bluff 1o Bell Buy (Tesmaniay; report prepared for Duke Rnerpy

Report prepared for Duke
Energy International
{attached)

Intermational {Tasmanian Natural Gas Project)
" )

CSIRO Marine Research (2000) Pipefine route survey: Biological dara .

repor; report prepared for Duke Energy International {T'asmanian
Natural Gas Project)

Report prepared for Duke
Energy Intemational
{attached)

AMOG Consulting (2001} Fasmanicn Nearshare Swrvey: report
prepared for Duke Energy Imemational (Tasmanian Waturzal Cras
Project)

Report prepared for Duke
Energy International
{attached)

RPDC (2004) Recommended eny ironmental emission fimit guldelines
Fur amy new Blvached kraft prlp mill in Susmania: Volume 1 and 2
Resource Planning and Development Commission. Tasmania

Resource Planning and
Development Commission
document

George Town City Council {1991) Municipality of George Town
Planning Scheme 199! Ordinance

EPBC Act Protected matters search ool search 4 July 2005 .

Department of
Environment & Heritage

Australian Heritage Database search 3 July 2005

Drepartment of
Envircnment & Ileritage

GHD Piy 1.td {2005} Fauna survevs and hebital assessment underiaken
Jor the Belf Bay Pulp Mill IS

Report nat vet finalised. To .

be submited with the Draft
115

GHD Pty Ltd {2003) Flora .s.-urw:y,ﬁ' undericken for the Bell Buy Pufﬁ
Mill 1IN

Report not yet finalised. ﬁg
be submitted with the Dralt |

115

J

6.2 For information given in sections 3 and 4 of this referral, please indicate:

{al the source of the infaormation: and

{b) how recent the information is: and

{c) how the reliability of the information was tested; and
{d} any uncertainties in the information.

7. Signatures and Declarations

- _
ction 489 of the EPBC Act states that the provision of false or misleading information s an
ffence punishable on conviction by imprisonment and fine.

T.1. Sigmture of person making the referral

Thlb furrn is, lo my knowledge, true and not misleading,

Signature ﬁ/%/
H/?/of

Date

............... {fedf name). declare that the information conlained in
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7.2. Sipnature of person proposing to take the action

I .. ‘L E shT :é I Z Fj [ gfi‘kﬁ.‘[\, Julf name), declare that the information. cdntained in
this form is. to my knowledge, true and not misleading.

Signature i M
Date 1 / q / 6s

7.3. Declaration of person aeminated as proponent in Section 1.3, if different from person
proposing to take the action

I . £fulf name}, being (or agent acting on behalf of) the
person nmnmatcd in ‘aectmn 1 3 Df thm ret"erral form as the nominated proponent agree to be
designated as the propenent for the action described above if it is decided that the action requires
approval under Part & of the EPBC Act,

Signature

Daie

Signature of person proposing to take the action

Date

Fill in Section 7.4 if you believe that the proposal is not likely to have a significant impact on
matters protected by the EPBC Act and that the proposal is therefore not a controlled action. Fill in
Section 7.5 if you believe that the proposal is likely to have a significant impact on a protected
matter and that the proposal is therefore a controlled action. {Note:; This Section must be
completed in a4 cases except where the referral is made by a State or Territory or a Commonwealth
agency in relation to an action to be taken by ancther person.)

7.4 If you think your proposed action is not likely to have o significany impact on any of the
matters listed in the table below, then you should select and compiete the following statement and
you should not mark any of the boxes in the table below,

1 (fuell name), being.the person mzking this referral and the person proposing to take the action (or
agent acting on behalt of the persun) belicve that the action described in this referral is not a

controlled action.

Bricfly provide reasons why you helieve your proposed action is not a controlled action:
(Note: For an explanativn of the term “camirolled action™, see the Referral Guide. )
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OR

7.5, If you think that pour propesed action is likely to have o significant impact on any 6f the
matters fisted in the tuble helow, then you should select and complete the following statement. You
must then mark 'Yes' against those matters on which you tink it will have a significamt impact, in
the rable below.

L. E 51*3"5 . }?'J}‘{PH e gﬁﬁﬁ/‘q{ﬁﬁﬁ name), being the person making this referral and

the person proposing to take the action {or agent acting on behalf of the persun) believe that the action
deseribed in this referral is a controlled action hecause of the following provisions of the Act:

Significant
Impact
Likely

Controtling Provision

World Heritage property

{Sections 12 and 154 - significant impacts on the values of a
World Heritage property)

Ramsar Wetland

{Sections 16 and 178 - signiftcant impacts on the ecolopical
character of a Ramsar wetland)

Threatened species or ecological communities

Yes {Section 18 and Section 1BA - significant impacts on a listed
threatened species or a listed threatened ecological
COMMIUNItY)

Migralory species

Yos {Sections 20 and 20A - significant impacts on a listed
MIigralory Speies)

Nuclear action

{Sections 21 and 224 - nuclear actions)

Commonwealth marine area
Yes

(Sections 23, 24 and 24A - actions relating to the
Commenwealth marine area and fishing in coastal waters
managed by the Commonwealth}

Commonwealth land

{Sections 26 and 274 - actions relating o Caommaonwealth
land}

Commaonwealth action

(Section 28 - actions by the Commonwealth having a
significant impact on the environment)

Briefly provide reasons why vou believe your proposed action is a controlled action;
(Note: For an explanation of the fermn Ycoutroffed action ™, see the Referral Galde.)

Gunns is still in the process of collecting mueh of the necessary information to determine whether
there will be a possible significant impact on matters of national environmental significance. While
Gunns will undertake mitigation measures to avoid or minimise impacts, due to the scale of the
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praject the possibility of impacts to listed threatened species and Commonwealth marine areas as a
result of the project cannot be discounted at this stage.
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